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‘Weather Report’  
Delegates were welcomed to this one day conference with a civic reception from the Deputy Lord 
Mayor of Leeds, Councillor The Reverend Alan Taylor    Although, officially, the DfES ‘Year of 
Action’ was nearly over, the unseasonal June weather served as a timely reminder that more 
efforts must be made to live more sustainably to try and reduce the harmful effects of climate 
change.   And, right on cue, Paul Hudson, BBC Look North’s Weatherman, took time out between 
flood reports to deliver a fascinating lecture all about Climate Change to the large audience of  
adults and pupils.  He explained very clearly how the world has been affected by it in the past, 
what is happening now, and forecasts for the future based on available data.  For the local school 
children in the audience it was a lively introduction to the subject of Climate Change, which 
becomes a statutory part of the key stage 3 curriculum as from September.   
 
Sustainable Schools  Action Plan 
Climate Change is a global problem. What action, if any, can be taken at a local level to reduce 
the harmful effects of human activities on the climate?   The DfES (now DCSF) believes action 
can be taken, and the second speaker, Dr. Jake Reynolds, Senior Adviser on Sustainable 
Development at the DfES, outlined his department’s action plan for schools.   He referred to the 
May 2006 Consultation Paper ‘Sustainable Schools for pupils, communities and the environment’ 
where the pupils who had been involved recommended that “lessons on the environment and 
sustainable development should be compulsory.”   As a result of the consultation, his department 
drew up the Sustainable Schools initiative, launched last autumn to introduce its Year of Action, 
which is available from the DCSF as a powerpoint presentation (see also 
www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools/framework).   This initiative encourages schools to 
include the principles of sustainable development in their everyday work, achieving educational 
excellence alongside the goals of healthy living, environmental awareness, community 
participation and global citizenship.   He said ‘Sustainable Schools’ aims to improve the 
communities and environments in which young people live, helping pupils to learn about 
sustainability both in the classroom and from first-hand experience of how their school is run.   He 
introduced the 8 Doorways to Sustainable Schools (see “Environmental Education” vol. 85) by 
saying that the campaign encourages care through all aspects of school life:  care for oneself, 
care for each other and care for the environment.    
 
Break for workshops and lunchtime exhibitions  
Delegates could then choose to attend two Workshops before lunch, and visit the displays by 
Leeds City Council, NAEE, the GA. and various local environmental organisations including 
BTCV Skelton Grange, Groundwork Leeds and the local branch of the RSPB.   
 
‘ESD designed to permeate the whole curriculum’ 
The afternoon session opened with a lively talk about Sustainable Development by Leszek 
Iwaskow, HM Inspector and Specialist Adviser for Geography & ESD.   He admitted that the UK is 
well behind several of our European partners in the sustainability stakes, but that we can’t expect 
our schools to change habits overnight.  He then enlarged on what makes for good progress: 
whole school commitment, teamwork and clear leadership from the head teacher.  He also 
reminded us that ESD is not a subject but is designed to permeate the whole curriculum and that 
it is closely linked to the ”Every Child Matters” (ECM) agenda.   



‘Every Child Matters’ 
Norman Farmer (NAEE chairman and former Geography Adviser in Sheffield) referred to this in 
his speech of thanks adding that all conference delegates had received NAEE’s new policy 
statement which highlights the importance of the environment to the individual child, and details 
the relevance of Environmental Education to “Every Child Matters”. *  Norman explained how his 
organisation supports schools in the delivery of the environmental dimension of Sustainable 
Schools  The summer term issue of NAEE’s journal  “Environmental Education” featured several 
case studies of Sustainable Schools in Leeds, and Norman thanked Education Leeds and Leeds 
City Council for funding free copies of this issue for all schools in the area.   
 
Plenary session 
More workshops followed, then delegates 
reconvened for the Plenary session, starting with a 
round of applause for Westbrook Primary School, 
winners of the Leeds Sustainable Schools logo 
competition (see photos). Members of staff from 
Leeds ‘Healthy Schools’ had noted down the main 
outcomes from each Workshop, and these were 
read out in the closing stages of the Conference.   
Finally, Dr. Reynolds, Leszek Iwaskow, John 
Freeman (Education Leeds Health Initiatives Team 
Leader) and Chris Edwards (Education Leeds Chief 
Executive) fielded questions from the audience.  
Earlier in the day, Chris Edwards had revealed that 
60% of all Leeds City Council's energy budget is 
spent in the city’s schools, and 40% is spent on their 
water bills.  In his closing speech, he described the 
efforts of one particular school to be more ‘sustainable’ and he threw down the challenge to all 
Leeds schools to follow suit, starting in the next academic year.     The afternoon ended with his 
thanks to Steve Ruse and the team from Leeds ‘Healthy Schools’ for all their hard work in 
organising this successful Conference.   
 
Workshops Report:   
There were 16 workshops to choose from: 
Places People Want (GA)                                       Recycling & Waste Activities for Schools (Leeds CC) 

Ready, Steady … Grow! (Ed.Leeds/Soil Assn.)  School Grounds: a Sustainable Outdoor Classroom (NAEE) 

DfES Carbon Detectives Kit (DfES/FSC)  Renewable Energy  for Schools (Microgeneration Yorkshire) 

The World in Your Classroom (Leeds DEC) Planet Protectors   (Elmet Schools’ Partnership, Leeds) 

Positive Action: Greening your School (NAEE) SUSsed about Energy (SUSchool Alternative Technology Centre) 

Strategies for Teaching Sustainability (GA) Sustainable Strawberries & Seasonal Salads (Bradford University) 

Active & Sustainable Travel (North Yorks.CC) Go Wild! Wildlife themed games (Leeds CC Countryside Rangers)  

Playing with Energy (CREATE)                Using Philosophy to educate for a more Sustainable World   

         (Cumbria DEC)                      
A selection of Workshop Reports  
Throughout the day, delegates could attend 3 of the above workshops, each designed to support 
schools in their efforts to become role models of sustainable living.  Pupils from 15 Leeds schools 
also spent the day engaged in environmental activities at their own ‘Youth Summit’ led by youth 
workers from ‘The Project’.    Below is a brief description of some of the workshops, starting with 
3 reports from NAEE executive member Kim Jackson, who is also Environmental Education 
Officer in Brighton & Hove CC’s Sustainability Team: 
‘Ready, Steady … Grow’ :  This workshop was facilitated by Liz Messenger, a Healthy Eating 
Adviser for Education Leeds.   Unfortunately we were not able to benefit from the experiences of 
Steve Thorpe, the Organix 2006 School Food Hero, as he had to cancel at short notice (for 5 years 
Steve has volunteered his time at the Gardening Club at Haworth Primary School which has 
transformed the pupils' attitudes to fresh vegetables).   Liz talked us through how growing can be 



integrated in an interesting and innovative way into school activities and we were all encouraged 
to discuss and share practical ideas from our own experiences, and give examples of best 
practice (in spite of the floods!)   Some of the quotes from the children involved with this project 
included: 
 "Carrots don't come from the ground - they come from the supermarket" 
 "I thought lettuce came in bags" 
 "Why have the potatoes got mud on them?" 
 "Sweetcorn is made in a factory" 
Renewable Energy Options for Schools - Microgeneration Yorkshire 
This workshop, by Tanya Christense, gave a really good overview of how schools can benefit 
from microgeneration:  for example, it can be easily linked to the National Curriculum, it's 
environmentally friendly technology, it engages young people in energy issues, and there are the 
additional benefits of improved energy efficiency and lower bills for schools.  We discussed all 
kinds of alternative power technologies including solar PV, wind power, biomass etc. It just made 
me realise how much schools could do to reduce their carbon footprint if they had the funding and 
the infrastructure in place to assist them. 
'Sustainable Strawberries and Seasonal Salads' - University of Bradford 
I thoroughly enjoyed this workshop!   Led by Kay Whitfield, the university’s Sustainable Food 
Education Officer, it was the perfect lively session to participate in after lunch!   We ended up in 
small groups playing food games and performing various activities the children would do in the 
classroom. We explored food miles, food packaging, food labelling, looked at fairtrade issues, 
and health-related food issues.  It also gave me a lot of great ideas to implement in the classroom 
and share with my schools and our School Food Action Group. 
DfES Carbon Detectives Kit :  report from Henricus Peters, NAEE, primary school teacher 
Richard Dawson, from the Field Studies Council, introduced the session with Jake Reynolds 
(DCSF) on hand to answer questions etc. about their Carbon Detectives Kit.   Richard began by 
explaining how everyone has an impact on the environment and its measurement is the aim of 
the Carbon Detectives website at www.carbondetectives.co.uk . Laptop computers were provided 
for us to undertake an assignment from the Kit:  this was to find out about the trips taken by an 
imaginary school over the past 12 months, feeding provided statistics into the website, which then 
produced results. Depending on one’s experience of interpreting data, this exercise was easier 
for some than others!  Our second assignment was to try and work out the current and potential 
energy footprint of a school.  I will certainly adapt the Kit for use with my pupils, but in its current 
form I feel it is more for upper KS2 and KS3 and into high school with a focus on maths and 
statistics and IT skills.  
Go Wild! Wildlife themed games  - report from Henricus Peters, NAEE, see above  
This interactive session provided ideas for wildlife themed games that can be played with classes 
in school or outdoors, aimed at primary age and curriculum linked.   Led by Emma Trickett, Leeds 
CC Senior Countryside Ranger, this workshop provided lots of quick-and-easy ideas for simple 
activities and fun games; examples included: Tree Leaf ID (2 teams competing);  Guess your Bird 
(you ask one question to begin to work out the characteristics of a species);  Plant Game (based 
on the ‘beetle’ game of rolling dice for each part);  Plant Bingo;  Life cycle game (put cards in the 
correct order but with runners);  Bird Songs  (find your partner);  Sparrows & Hawks (a version of 
piggy-in-the-middle).  Great session!   Resources were being sent direct to all Leeds schools.  
‘Strategies for Teaching Sustainability’ (key stages 2 & 3) – report from David Fellows, NAEE 
Lesley Warner, vice-chair of the GA’s Environmental & Sustainable Development Education 
Working Group, described materials developed with the Alternative Technology Centre in Hebden 
Bridge for the YHA ‘Green Shoots’ project.  The activity pack is a series of games to develop 
understanding of sustainability, with the emphasis on fun.  Lesley had previously trialled the pack 
with her secondary school pupils and was enthusiastic about its effect.   We only had time to try 
two activities, but I’m looking forward to purchasing the whole pack when it’s published.    
Positive Action – Greening Your School:   David Fellows (NAEE, and retired primary head 
teacher from Cumbria) invited delegates to comment on NAEE’s ‘Positive Action’ booklet, 
currently being reviewed for a new edition.   Energy saving was discussed and participants 
expressed frustration with the council for lack of support:   One headteacher of a PFI school said 
she had asked for solar panels but was refused on the grounds that they were too expensive.   



School Grounds: a sustainable Outdoor Classroom  
Sue Fenoughty (NAEE and ex-Birmingham LEA advisory teacher for EE) outlined the benefits of 
improving and developing the school’s outdoor setting.     After emphasising the environmental 
significance of the grounds and how they impact on pupil behaviour, health, and sense of well 
being, she took participants through 9 stages of developing the grounds as a model outdoor 
classroom for a ‘Sustainable School’.   Starting with an outline scale plan of the school site, she 
demonstrated from case study examples, how pupils can be involved through the curriculum in all 
the stages of development, from surveying the school site to helping to design and implement the 
‘vision’ plan, with suggestions on how to obtain funding.   
 
More Workshop Outcomes  
A pledge to ‘reduce, reuse and recycle paper’ was a ‘must’ outcome from both the Leeds CC 
workshop on ‘Recycling & Waste Activities for Schools’ and the ‘The World in your Classroom’ 
workshop (Yorks. & Humber Global Schools Assn.).  Participants in CREATE’s ‘Playing with 
Energy’ workshop agreed they would explore their carbon footprint, and those in the ‘SUSsed 
about Energy’ workshop pledged to ‘undertake energy use surveys’ to find out  what the school 
uses and how much they pay.  Delegates attending the ‘Active & Sustainable Travel’ workshop 
promised to ‘think about incorporating transport as a theme in lessons’, and a local award 
scheme for delivering environmental education schools was presented in the ‘Planet Protectors’ 
workshop, covering the 4 themes of  Flora & Fauna, Energy & Natural Resources, Travel & 
Transport, and Waste & Recycling.   
 
Young Persons’ Summit 
The ‘Young Persons’ Summit’, held alongside the main conference (above), attracted 
representatives from 15 primary and secondary schools in Leeds.   Led by local youth workers, 
the youngsters tackled environmental issues relating to the DCSF ‘8 Doorways’ of sustainable 
living and produced a list of practical suggestions to take the ‘Sustainable Schools’ agenda 
forward.   Both primary and secondary pupils agreed their schools need to reduce their carbon 
footprints, by recycling more, cycling along safe routes, growing their own vegetables and buying 
fresh food from local shops and farms.   They said local businesses should be involved in all new 
schools being built, which should meet sustainable school standards.   All agreed they needed 
more effective School Councils, adding they would like to form their own city-wide Steering Group 
that would meet each term to direct the Sustainable Schools Agenda.  
 
Summing up                                                                                                                                    
It had been a stimulating day, and a fitting climax to the DfES ‘Year of Action’.  In his closing 
remarks, the Chief Executive, Chris Edwards, intimated that this was just the beginning for Leeds 
schools, and he was already looking forward to what will be achieved over the next twelve 
months.    Despite the floods, several of the NAEE executive had attended the conference, 
coming from Brighton, London, the Midlands, Cumbria, and even Sheffield (one of the worst hit 
areas) but all agreed it had been well worthwhile.   NAEE feels it could have a valuable role to 
play in helping schools deliver the Sustainable Schools’ strategy, by promoting examples of good 
practice, support through its links with other environmental organisations and by strengthening 
the environmental links in the curriculum as stepping stones leading to each of the ‘8 doorways’ .  
 
SUE FENOUGHTY, Environmental Education Teacher Consultant & NAEE (UK) 
 
 *extra copies of NAEE’s new document ‘Environmental Education & Every Child Matters’  are 
available from NAEE for £2 only.   Contact NAEE at info@naee.org.uk 


